To:  Lawrence,  KathrynfLawrence. Kathryn@epa.gov];  Richman,  Lance[Richman. Lance@epa.gov] 

Cc:  Libby  Vianu[Vianu. Libby@epa.gov] 

From:  Knowles,  Robert 

Sent:  Fri  8/14/2015  7:24:09  PM 

Subject:  FW:  Utah  Navajo  - PH  Messaging 


FYI 


From:  Knowles,  Robert 

Sent:  Friday,  August  14,  2015  9:17  AM 

To:  'Dean  Penovich';  ronald.pinheiro@hhs.gov 

Cc:  Woodlee,  Charles  David  (IHS/NAV);  Mindy  Colling  (mindycolling@utah.gov); 
john.gibbons@hhs.gov;  Sturrock,  Kenneth  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  Melissa  Zito;  Worthy  Glover; 
Charla  Haley;  Libby  Vianu;  Poulet,  Chris;  Young,  Patrick 
Subject:  RE:  Utah  Navajo  - PH  Messaging 


Dean: 

Feel  free  to  call  or  email  if  we  can  assist. 

ATSDR  currently  has  two  staff  in  the  field  working  this  incident. 

Chris  Poulet  in  Durango/Silverton,  CO 

Email:  Poulet.chris@epa.gov.  cell:  303-717-3089 

CAPT  Patrick  Young  in  Farmington,  NM 

Email:  vounq.patrick@epa.qov.  cell:  214-577-3506 

Thanks. 

-Robert 
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CAPT  Robert  B.  Knowles,  M.S.,  REHS 
Regional  Director 

Agency  for  Toxic  Substances  & Disease  Registry,  Region  9 

75  Hawthorne  Street,  Suite  100,  HHS-1 
San  Francisco,  CA  94105 
Work:  (415)  947-4317 
Mobile:  (415)  309-6829 
Email:  rknowles@cdc.gov 


From:  Dean  Penovich  fmailto:dpenovich@utah.govl 

Sent:  Friday,  August  14,  2015  7:11  AM 

To:  ronald.pinheiro@hhs.gov 

Cc:  Knowles,  Robert;  Woodlee,  Charles  David  (IHS/NAV);  Mindy  Colling 

(mindvcolling@utah.gov);  iohn.gibbons@hhs.gov;  Sturrock,  Kenneth  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  Melissa 
Zito;  Worthy  Glover;  Charla  Haley 
Subject:  Re:  Utah  Navajo  - PH  Messaging 


CAPT  Knowles, 


Thank  you  for  your  voicemail  yesterday  afternoon.  In  response,  we  at  UDOH  did  not  have 
concerns  in  regard  to  this.  It  came  from  our  Division  of  Emergency  Management  (DEM).  It 
appears  to  me  from  reading  Mr.  Woodlee's  response  that  this  is  being  taken  care  of  by  folks  in 
that  area.  In  regards  to  drinking  water,  I know  our  Division  of  Water  Quality  is  working  with 
DEM  and  local  public  health  and  local  emergency  management,  as  well  as  the  Navajo  Nation  to 
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alleviate  this  issue  and  coordinate  messaging. 


Dean 


C.  Dean  Penovich,  MPH 
Director 

Bureau  of  EMS  and  Preparedness 
Utah  Department  of  Health 
tel:  801-913-2621 


Facebook.com/UBEMSP 


twitter.com/UBEMSP 


On  Thu,  Aug  13,  2015  at  3:34  PM,  Pinheiro,  Ronald  (OS/ASPR/OEM) 

<Ronald.Pinheiro@hhs.gov>  wrote: 

Robert, 


Thanks  again  for  all  your  help  with  this.  Utah  DOH  suggested  including  the  Health 
Director  for  San  Juan  County  as  well. 


Mr.  Worthy  Glover  @ wglover@saniuancountv.org 

Respectfully, 


Ron 
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Ron  Pinheiro 


CAPT,  US  Public  Health  Service 
ASPR  Regional  Administrator 
1 1 1 IS  Region  8 

303-844-7273  o/  303-563-9400  c 


From:  Knowles,  Robert  rmailto:Knowles.Robert@epa.qov1 
Sent:  Thursday,  August  13,  2015  3:09  PM 

To:  Pinheiro,  Ronald  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  Woodlee,  Charles  David  (IHS/NAV);  Mahon,  John 
(IHS/HQ);  Strausbaugh,  Dan;  Dorian,  David;  Helton,  Sherri  L.  (IHS/NAV);  Ray,  Mistin  (IHS/PHX); 
Cramer,  David  B.  (IHS/PHX);  Carter,  Gary  W (IHS/ALB);  preid@utah.gov;  Dean  Penovich 

(dpenovich@utah.gov);  Mindy  Colling  (mindycollinq@utah.gov);  Michael  Stever 
(mstever@utah.gov);  Knowles,  Robert  (ATSDR/DCHI/WB) 

Cc:  Gibbons,  John  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  Sturrock,  Kenneth  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  Cote,  Mick 
(OS/ASPR/OEM);  Young,  Mark  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  Kelly,  Bruce  D (IHS/NAV);  Johnson,  Brian  K 
(IHS/NAV);  Slape,  Roger  (IHS/NAV);  Notah,  Genevieve  (IHS/NAV);  Olson,  Patricia  Y.  (IHS/NAV); 
Vianu,  Libby;  Lawrence,  Kathryn;  Richman,  Lance;  Allen,  HarryL 
Subject:  RE:  Utah  Navajo  - PH  Messaging 


Hey  All, 


The  ATSDR  R9  office  talked  to  EPA  Region  9 about  this  concern.  We  will  contact  Dean  Penovich  at 
UDOH  and  Charles  Woodlee  at  IHS  to  discuss  their  concerns  in  more  detail. 


Thanks. 

-Robert 


CAPT  Robert  B.  Knowles,  M.S.,  REHS 

Regional  Director 
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Agency  for  Toxic  Substances  & Disease  Registry,  Region  9 


75  Hawthorne  Street,  Suite  100, 1 II  IS- 1 
San  Francisco,  CA  94105 
Work:  (415)947-4317 
Mobile:  (415)  309-6829 
Email:  rknowles@cdc.gov 


From:  Pinheiro,  Ronald  (OS/ASPR/OEM)  [mailto:Ronald.Pinheiro@hhs.gov] 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  13,  2015  11:23  AM 

To:  Woodlee,  Charles  David  (IHS/NAV);  Mahon,  John  (IHS/HQ);  Strausbaugh,  Dan; 
Dorian,  David;  Helton,  Sherri  L.  (IHS/NAV);  Ray,  Mistin  (IHS/PHX);  Cramer,  David  B. 
(IHS/PHX);  Carter,  Gary  W (IHS/ALB);  preid@utah.gov;  Dean  Penovich 
(dpenovich@utah.gov);  Mindy  Colling  (mindvcolling@utah.gov);  Michael  Stever 
(mstever@utah.gov);  Knowles,  Robert  (ATSDR/DCHI/WB) 

Cc:  john.gibbons@hhs.gov;  Sturrock,  Kenneth  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  mick.cote@hhs.gov; 

Young,  Mark  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  Kelly,  Bruce  D (IHS/NAV);  Johnson,  Brian  K 
(IHS/NAV);  Slape,  Roger  (IHS/NAV);  Notah,  Genevieve  (IHS/NAV);  Olson,  Patricia  Y. 
(IHS/NAV) 

Subject:  RE:  Utah  Navajo  - PH  Messaging 


Thank  you  Charles,  very  helpful. 


I would  respectfully  ask  ATSDR  and  Utah  to  comment  on  your  question  of  further 
assistance  . . . 
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Ron 


Ron  Pinheiro 

CAPT,  US  Public  Health  Service 
ASPR  Regional  Administrator 
HHS  Region  8 

303-844-7273  o/  303-563-9400  c 


From:  Woodlee,  Charles  David  (IHS/NAV)  \ mailto:Charles.Woodlee@ihs.aovl 
Sent:  Thursday,  August  13,  2015  12:18  PM 

To:  Pinheiro,  Ronald  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  Mahon,  John  (IHS/HQ);  Strausbaugh,  Dan 
(Strausbauah.Dan@epa.gov):  Dorian,  David;  Helton,  Sherri  L.  (IHS/NAV);  Ray,  Mistin  (IHS/PHX); 
Cramer,  David  B.  (IHS/PHX);  Carter,  Gary  W (IHS/ALB);  preid@utah.gov:  Dean  Penovich 

(dpenovich@utah.gov):  Mindy  Colling  (mindvcolling@utah.gov):  Michael  Stever 
(mstever@utah.gov) 

Cc:  Gibbons,  John  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  Sturrock,  Kenneth  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  Cote,  Mick 
(OS/ASPR/OEM);  Young,  Mark  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  Pinheiro,  Ronald  (OS/ASPR/OEM);  Kelly,  Bruce 
D (IHS/NAV);  Johnson,  Brian  K (IHS/NAV);  Slape,  Roger  (IHS/NAV);  Notah,  Genevieve  (IHS/NAV); 
Olson,  Patricia  Y.  (IHS/NAV) 

Subject:  RE:  Utah  Navajo  - PH  Messaging 


Good  morning  CAPT  Pinheiro, 


With  regard  to  messaging  on  drinking  water  issues,  the  Navajo  Area  IHS  has  been 
deferring/referring  those  communications  to  the  Navajo  Tribal  Utility  Authority,  which 
operates  the  public  water  systems  AZ,  NM,  and  UT  on  the  Navajo  Reservation.  The  NTUA 
has  released  several  PSAs  (http:/Avww.ntua.com/sanjuanriver20 1 5.html). 


I spoke  with  Denise  Becenti,  PAO  for  NTUA  (928-729-6221).  and  she  stated  that  there  had 
been  some  confusion  about  operation  of  PWSs  and  the  availability  of  tanked  water,  but  they 
were  working  to  address  those  calls.  I also  spoke  with  the  Navajo  Nation  ICP  Liaison  who 
had  similarly  been  hearing  of  concerns  in  the  UT  area,  and  had  staff  in  the  field  verifying  if 
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water  tankers/points  were  available.  I have  asked  NTUA  to  contact  the  Navajo  Nation  ICP 
to  clarify  NTUA’s  activities  and  status,  as  this  information  could  then  be  shared  with  the 

Community  Health  Staff  who  are  working  in  the  area. 


If  you  would  like  IHS  to  play  a further  intermediary  role  or  consider  a direct  PSA,  please 
reply. 


Thank  you  and  please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  additional  questions. 


Charles. 


From:  Pinheiro,  Ronald  (OS/ASPR/OEM)  [mailto:Ronald.Pinheiro@hhs.gov] 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  13,  2015  10:59  AM 

To:  Mahon,  John  (IHS/HQ)  <John.Mahon@ihs.gov>:  Strausbaugh,  Dan 
(Strausbaugh.Dan@epa.gov)  <Strausbaugh . Dan@epa ,gov>:  Dorian,  David 
<Dorian.David@epa.gov>:  Woodlee,  Charles  David  (IHS/NAV) 

<Charles. Woodlee@ihs.gov>:  Helton,  Sherri  L.  (IHS/NAV)  <sheni.helton@ihs.gov>:  Ray, 
Mistin  (IHS/PHX)  <Mistin.Ray@,ihs.gov>:  Cramer,  David  B.  (IHS/PHX) 
<David.Cratner@ihs.gov>:  Carter,  Gary  W (IHS/ALB)  <Garv.Carter@,ihs.gov>: 
preid@utah.gov:  Dean  Penovich  (dpenovich@utah.gov)  <dpenovich@,utah.gov>:  Mindy 
Colling  (mindvcolling@utah.gov)  <mindvcolling@utah.gov>:  Michael  Stever 
(mstever@utah.gov)  <mstever@utah . gov> 

Cc:  Gibbons,  John  (OS/ASPR/OEM)  <John.Gibbons@,hhs.gov>:  Sturrock,  Kenneth 
(OS/ASPR/OEM)  <Kenneth. Sturrock@hhs. gov>:  Cote,  Mick  (OS/ASPR/OEM) 
<Mick.Cote@hhs.gov>:  Young,  Mark  (OS/ASPR/OEM)  <Mark.Young@hhs.gov>: 
Pinheiro,  Ronald  (OS/ASPR/OEM)  <Ronald.Pinheiro@hhs.gov> 

Subject:  Utah  Navajo  - PH  Messaging 


Good  morning, 


On  this  morning’s  Utah  State  Coordination  Call  concerning  the  Gold  King  Mine  Water 
Release,  Patrick  Reid  (Utah  DEM)  stated  that  there  are  issues  with  consistent  public  health 
messaging  concerning  drinking  water  for  the  Navajo  residing  in  Utah.  I believe  part  of  the 
issue  is  that  response  coordination  for  the  Navajo  is  being  addressed  from  Federal  Region  9, 
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via  the  EPA  (Utah  resides  in  Federal  Region  8). 


Patrick  explained  to  me  that  San  Juan  County  is  70%  native  American  (Navajo),  30%  non- 
native American.  Of  that  70%,  it  is  estimated  that  60%  live  on  the  reservation,  while  the 
rest  reside  in  the  county. 


Is  there  a way  in  which  ATSDR  and  IHS  can  assist  Utah  DOH  and  San  Juan  County  in 
providing  consistent  public  health  messaging? 


As  always,  thanks  in  advance! 


Ron 


Ron  Pinheiro 

CAPT,  US  Public  Health  Service 
ASPR  Regional  Administrator 
HHS  Region  8 
1961  Stout  St,  Rm  08-148 
Denver,  CO  80294 
303-844-7273  o / 303-563-9400  c 


HHS  Secretary's  Operation  Center  (SOC) 

866-447-7362  / 202-619-7800 / hhs.socCChhs.2oy 
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* ******** * important  message  ********** 


This  message,  including  any  attachments,  may  contain  confidential  information  intended  for  a 
specific  individual  and  purpose,  and  is  protected  by  law.  If  you  are  not  the  intended  recipient, 
delete  this  message,  including  from  trash,  and  notify  me  by  telephone  or  email. 


If  you  are  not  the  intended  recipient,  any  distribution  or  copying  of  this  message,  or  the  taking  of 
any  action  based  on  its  content  is  strictly  prohibited. 
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